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their eyes, people tell me that aCer reading my manuscript, they know they have to write down so-and-so s
stories.they say Now I know I just have to. Although times were tough for Elliott growing up in a poor family, he
says he doesn t really remember feeling that he was poor. He was reared until he was nine, in the small village
of Abydell, Indiana. Although I grew up in the sixties, our living conditions were closer to those who lived in the
forties. Always a fan of writer Earl Hamner, Elliott writes about his feelings and experiences growing up without
the conveniences most had in the sixties. His parents and grandparents were all born in the foothills of the
Appalachian Mountains in and around Sandy Hook, Kentucky, but leC there before he was born because of
tough personal experiences and economic times. Since I wasn t born until they all lived in Southern Indiana, I
wanted to know more about why they leC Elliott County, Kentucky.--They all spoke of it so aEectionately. He
shares many stories that were told to him by many of his family members who are gone now. From his
findings, he resolves to encourage others to take the time to write down memories and stories. He says: Like our
loved ones, these stories will also fade away and will be gone if not preserved. He encourages us to spend time
with older people . .who still know a lot more than we think they do. He writes for the people who would like to
spend more time in the hammock...
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