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K. Fish C 1. hapter Introduction crests. These patterns become increasingly summer-Malpai Borderlands
Ecosystem Study dominant as they move eastward across the study area. Area Hydrologically, sustained
surface water is patchy, oc-The Malpai Borderlands study area is in those por-curring in cienega locations on
valley floors and spring tions of southeastern Arizona and southwestern New localities at the edges and in the
mountain masses. Interior Mexico that have been biogeographically described as drainage in the San Luis and
Playas Valleys create large the Madrean Archipelago ( DeBano and others 1994: ephemeral lakes. 580 ). The
area covers approximately 1, 600 square miles Because of this biological diversity and because of of the Basin
and Range Physiographic Province south intense historic human impacts on the landscape, Federal of the
Rocky Mountains and north of the Sierra Madre and State land management agencies and local landowners
Occidental ( fig 1. 1 ). Arbitrarily bounded on the south by are exploring use of the Malpai Borderlands as a
natural the international border with Mexico, it includes large laboratory to develop a comprehensive program
of eco-sections of the San Bernardino, San Luis, Animas, and system management. Proposed and ongoing
research to Playas Valleys. support this management program includes long-term Low elevations range from
about 1, 220 m ( 4, 000 ft ) in studies of the ecosystem from population, community, the San Bernardino Valley
basins to 1, 525 m ( 5, 000 ft ) in and landscape perspectives and a focus on interactions the Animas Valley and
to 1,370 m ( 4, 500 ft ) in the Playas between grasses and woody...
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