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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: .cried, Why they re seeds! Don t you know seeds when you see them? The
seeds are pale green first, May, and then they turn dark brown when they are ripe. Miss Lacy ran her fingers
along the brown seeds which grew on a long stem, as she spoke. Can any one tell me what the plant does? Why
the plant can t do anything, Joe Bangs cried, with some contempt in his voice. They have roots which hold
them in the ground, so they can t move! The plant is a living being, Joe, and everything must eat, drink, and
breathe that is alive. But plants haven t mouths, so how can they eat, drink and breathe? Joe remarked with
doubt in his voice. Encouraged at the interest she had awakened, Miss Lacy told them that a nose and mouth
were not necessary to plants because they could breathe by means of their leaves much as people do with their
lungs. She showed them the little rootlets that took up the water from the soil and explained how the water was
carried to the leaves, where with a gas called carbon dioxid, the plant makes sugar and starch. She said that
when they ate potatoes they were eating starch, which was made in the leaves of the potato plant. Curled Dock,
she said, took what food it needed from the air and soil and then stored some away in the seeds, so that when
the...
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