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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Journal of the Federated Malay States Museums,
Vol. 2: December, 1906, to March, 1909 A Party of Chinese wood-cutters, working in the jungle near Seremban in
Negri Sembilan, ran out of tea, and to supply its place took the leaves of a jungle climber, dried them and made
an infusion in the ordinary way. This, however, was not successful, as the beverage made the men ill with sakit
perut - i.e., bowel complaint. The leaves were then roasted and a fair substitute for tea was obtained, which had
no ill effects. Then, for some obscure reason, tengko, opium dross, or the refuse opium after being smoked, was
mixed with it, and the men continued drinking the mixture for a week or more in place of tea. After this time it
was found that all desire for opium smoking had been lost. Friends of the men were told of the discovery, and
so the news was spread and others were induced to try the remedy. The above is the history of the way in which
the properties of the plant, which is now quite extensively used as a cure for the opium-smoking habit, was
discovered. It was told to the writer by two of the men now in charge of the factory of the Selangor Anti-opium
Society in Weld Road, Kuala Lumpur, where the drug is being prepared and distributed. The plant which was
thus used by these wood-cutters is a large climber with a long woody stem, attaining in old specimens a
diameter of 6 to 7 inches and a length of a hundred or more feet. It grows in the jungle and climbs up...
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