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indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 Excerpt: .is in Phrynichus Phoenician Women, which was produced in 476 B.C. The
introductory scene of this lost play represented slaves engaged in preparing seats for a meeting of the council
of the Persian Empire. A eunuch announced the defeat of Xerxes. The prologue having once come into use the
earlier manner of beginning a tragedy was abandoned. Aeschylus seems to have had a fondness for casting the
prologue wholly or partly in monologue form. This method of starting the action is generally considered less
artistic and natural than dialogue. It is a question, however, whether the latter is quite so effective dramatically.
The introductory monologues of Aeschylus have the advantage of centering the-attention on one speaker who,
without interruption, sets the tone for the piece and arouses the imagination with wonderful power, The earliest
extant prologue is in the Seven Against Thebes (467 B.C.) It begins with a spirited speech by Eteocles to the
citizens of Cadmus. At its conclusion a messenger reports concerning the invading host. This is followed by a
brief invocation. The prologue to the Eumenides falls into four parts. The Pythian priestess appears first before
the temple to offer up her matutinal prayer. She then goes within leaving the soene empty for an instant. She
reappears and relates in horror the terrible sight she witnessed within. Apollo and Orestes next appear in
conversati on. Finally the ghost of Clytemaestra arises to awaken the sleeping Furies. The prologues to the
Agamemnon and the...
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