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The Essentials of Embalming Q. What is embalming? Give a brief
history of the art. A. Embalming is the preservation and
disinfection of dead bodies by the intelligent use of chemicals,
which is today the injection of the arteries and when necessary
the cavities of dead bodies with preparations of disinfecting and
preserving chemicals, for the purpose of rendering them
inoccuous and inoffensive to the living, also pleasant to look
upon. Of ancient embalming very little is known, and to attempt
to give a history of it, ever so brief, would be out of place in a
work of this kind. The first man to practise embalming to any
extent in this country was Dr. Holmes, late of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
who practised it in a crude way in the army during the Civil War,
embalming the bodies of many of the officers...
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