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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The 108th Congress is addressing a broad range of civilian, military, and
commercial space issues. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) conducts the most visible
space activities. NASA s FY2004 budget request is $15.5 billion. NASA requested $15.0 billion for FY2003; Congress
approved $15.3 billion (adjusted for the 0.65 across-the-board rescission, from which the shuttle program was
exempted). The loss of the space shuttle Columbia on February 1, 2003, is dominating debate over NASA s
future. The space shuttle s primary mission for the foreseeable future is taking crews and cargo to and from the
International Space Station (ISS). The two programs are inextricably linked, and Congress and the
Administration face many issues, both near-term and long-term, about the shuttle and ISS. The Department of
Defense (DOD) has a less visible but equally substantial space program. Tracking the DOD space budget is
extremely diKicult since space is not identified as a separate line item in the budget. DOD sometimes releases
only partial information (omitting funding for classified programs) or will suddenly release without explanation
new figures for prior years that are quite diKerent from what was previously reported. The most recent figures
from DOD show a total (classified and unclassified) space budget .
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