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illustrated. 1890. Excerpt: . . . THE PIONEER FRENCH IN THE VALLEY OF THE OHIO. Read before the U. S. Catholic
Historical Society, New York, by Rev. A. A, Lambing, May 24, 1886. The discovery, exploration and first settlement
of the Western World presents one of the most interesting and varied pictures to be found anywhere in the
pages of history. The ambition of explorers, the daring of adventures, the avarice of speculators, the jealousy of
powers and the zeal of millionaires combine to form a panamora without parallel in the annals of the world.
The pen of romance could not impart a more striking and varied coloring. Spain, Portugal, England, Holland,
and France, were there penetrating into the deepest recesses, mountain, forest and plain, seeking with
insatiable thirst whatever could excite cupidity, from the soul of a savage to the skin of a beaver. But the
methods of exploration and colonization were characterized by the genius of the nation to which individuals
belonged, the influence of the home government, the capacity and aim of the leaders, the climate of the
country, and the strength and disposition of the aboriginal tribes. This diHerence is strikingly illustrated in the
diHerent methods of the English and French, with whom we have exclusively to deal in this paper. The former,
leI to themselves with nothing but a royal character, ample enough in its scope, but without any aid towards
carrying out its provisions, thrived and became a hardy race on account of the very...
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