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every reason to be satisfied with the flattering reception given to the first edition of the Handbook of Plants,
issued in 1881, yet | have ever believed that its scope was too limited; that the requirements of the thousands of
amateurs, young florists and gardeners, needed something having a wider range. To meet that want there is
not only added in the present edition all the new genera of any importance up to date, but there is specified in
many instances the more important and useful species and varieties of the genera described, together with
brief instructions for propagation and culture. The botanical and technical terms, and a very full list of the best-
known English or popular names, are also given, and great care has been exercised to have all the generic
names accentuated according to the latest authorities. Nearly one thousand engravings of the various plants
described in the body of this work are shown. The natural system of arrangement being now generally used, is
adopted in the descriptions instead of the Linnaean or artificial system. Very full instructions are given for the
culture and forcing of all Fruits, Flowers and Vegetables of importance, such as Grape Vines, Strawberries,
Roses, Bulbs of all kinds, Celery, Cauliflower, Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Mushrooms, etc.; in short, | believe that
there is sufficient matter given on all gardening subjects to allow me to claim for this book that it is an
American Gardener s Dictionary. A series of tables and memoranda on horticultural and agricultural subjects,
such as Seeds, Crops, Stock, Forestry, Measures, Weights, Temperature, etc., is also added, which, together...
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